190          ON THE STUDY OF LITERATURE.

speak on English literature. I must, however,
remind the Lord Mayor that I have strayed from
literature into the region of politics; and I am
not at all sure that such a journey conduces to
the aptness of one's judgment on literary subjects,
or adds much to the force of one's arguments on
behalf of literary study. Politics are a field
where action Is one long second-best, and where
the choice constantly lies between two blunders.
Nothing can be more unlike in aim, in Ideals,
In method, and in matter, than are literature
and politics. I have, however, determined to do
the best that I can; and I feel how great an
honour it is to be Invited to partake In a move-
ment which I do not hesitate to call one of the
most Important of all those now taking place In
English society.

What is the object of the movement ? What
do the promoters aim at 1 I take it that what
they design is to bring the very best teaching
that the country can afford, through the hands of
the most thoroughly competent men, within the
reach of every class of the community. Their
object is to give to the many that sound, sys-
tematic, and methodical knowledge, which has